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House Bill 2499/Senate Bill 2650
Representatives Koegel, Curran, Smith; Senators Carlson, Fateh, and Dibble 

“…to provide support and technical assistance to small communities on 
infrastructure project analysis and development…including…consideration 

of sustainability, resiliency, and adaptation to the impacts of climate 
change; and…efficiencies through coordinated investments in other 

infrastructure or assets.”

 



 



 



Our vision: To help small Minnesota communities develop resilient 
infrastructure and strengthen their social, environmental, and economic fabric.



Our goal: To empower small Minnesota communities to position themselves to 
secure legacy, state and federal funding to improve community resilience.



Our approach: University of Minnesota researchers partner with communities 
to prepare compelling proposal ideas for public and private funding programs.

.

 



The opportunity is to access an unprecedented level of funding for 
infrastructure through the Federal Infrastructure Investment and Job Act (IIJA) 
and the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) as well as various State programs.  

 



Your community is central to this program. You bring important expertise and 
assets that we are eager to work with, such as: strong civic culture, committed 

leadership, and a vision for resiliency future

 



Together, we will do the work and projects that will strengthen your community

 



Work can range from (1) a rapid response to a need to (2) a tactical action on 
a project to (3) a deep, sustained engagement with a community. 

 



1. Rapid Response: From one day to one week



2. Tactical Action: From a few weeks to a month



3. Deep, Sustained Engagement: For many months



How to Participate: Along three intersecting paths



 



 

Crookston, CF pilot project, STIP 
Milaca, industrial park, highway 23 project in future 
STIP 
Harris, metro area, along I-35, growing
Baudette, 966 pop. STIP 
Warroad, strategic plan STIP 1,830, pop.
Badger, strategic planning, water main replacement 
Embarrass, restoration/preservation for economic 
development
Knife River, survey for recreation/community 
center 
Finland, housing through zoning change & property 
tax reform  
Pelican Rapids, The Bridge, reuse study
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Thank you!

Empowering Small MN Communities: 
https://www.cts.umn.edu/programs/empoweringcommunities

Minnesota Design Center:
https://design.umn.edu/minnesota-design-center

 

https://www.cts.umn.edu/programs/empoweringcommunities
https://design.umn.edu/minnesota-design-center

