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Infrastructure Bill?

* President Trump, House Democrats, and Senate Republicans have all expressed
interest in an infrastructure bill.

* Senate Minority Leader Schumer has stated that climate change must be
addressed in any potential infrastructure bill this Congress. Speaker Pelosi
echoed those statements.




Congress

How ‘resilience’ became
a politically safe word for
‘climate change’

Both parties increasingly agree on investing in infrastructure upgrades
to better withstand extreme weather
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Reauthorization Bill

* Aside from a possible infrastructure bill, the current surface
transportation bill (Highway Bill) expires in 2021.




America’s Transportation Infrastructure
Act (ATIA)

On Tuesday, July 30, the U.S. Senate Environment and Public Works

Committee unanimously approved a five-year surface transportation



America’s Transportation Infrastructure Act
(ATIA)

ATIA maintains the set-aside under the
Surface Transportation Block Grant Program (STBGP) that mandates no less than 15
percent of a state’s STBGP allocation be directed to the repair and rehabilitation of

* Streamlines the federal permitting process:



America’s Transportation Infrastructure Act
(ATIA)

The legislation authorizes more than $6 billion
over five years, including $3.3 billion from the Highway Trust Fund, for a new
competitive bridge grant program to address the growing backlog of bridges in poor




America’s Transportation Infrastructure Act

(ATIA)
ATIA emphasizes resiliency

throughout the bill and expands the eligibility for resilient infrastructure projects to

* The bill also provides significant federal investments for communities to build long-
lasting, resilient transportation infrastructure by creating the Promoting Resilient

Operations for Transformative, Efficient and Cost-saving Transportation (PROTECT)
grant program.




America’s Transportation Infrastructure Act
(ATIA)
Funded at $786 million per year

via the Highway Trust Fund, the formula grant portion of PROTECT will be
distributed to states in the same share the state receives based on its core formula
apportionments. These funds may be used for construction activities that improve
the resiliency of assets to current and future weather events and natural disasters,
for strategies that allow for a continuity of operations or rapid recovery of surface
transportation systems that serve critical needs following a disaster, including
evacuation routes, or to protect coastal infrastructure that is at long-term risk to sea
level rise. The federal share is 80 percent; however, funding from other federal
sources may be used to cover the remaining 20 percent.

Funded at $200 million per year from the
Highway Trust Fund, this portion of the grant program is intended to enable
communities to assess vulnerabilities and plan infrastructure improvements and
emergency response strategies to address community needs. Local governments
may apply directly to U.S. DOT for funding in this portion of the PROTECT program.



Other Avenues for Federal Resiliency Funding

*National Flood Insurance Program
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